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What Happens Next – 8.15.2021 
Fighting Dogmatism in Politics, Future of Antitrust 
Gary Saul Morson and Morty Schapiro QA 
 

Larry Bernstein: 
Let me follow up on Fauci, your example of trusting the scientists, because I think one of the 
great concerns as a nation relates to vaccine acceptance. And there's a sense that among a very 
substantial portion of the population is that Fauci is being dishonest with the public. In 
particular, originally, he may have misled the public about masking policy in order to allow the 
medical establishment to have more access to masks that was in short supply. How do you feel 
about trust and the scientific community and the CDC in particular? And if that trust has been 
broken, what would be a better way of persuading those Americans who have not been 
vaccinated to learn about the science, to make a decision to hopefully get vaccinated? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Dr. Fauci didn't possibly misrepresent. He said that he lied when confronted with the fact that 
he was now recommending masks when he didn't before. He said, "I said that because we had 
a shortage of masks, and I wanted to prevent a run on them." It didn't occur to him that when 
you do that, you discredit any future statement that he or scientists might make. Similarly, 
when he had the teacher's union, they're writing the policy, the very words for their 
recommendations regarding schools, it didn't occur to him that if you politicize your process, 
people are going to take it as politicized? 
I mean, judging from what has happened, there isn't any good reason that a sensitive person 
would not question anything they said, assuming it's always wrong, but his own policy 
compromises it. How do you regain confidence in that? Well, the scientific community didn't 
call him on these things. They, therefore, bear responsibility that people don't trust science. 
Like when the theory of the Wuhan lab was leaked, it was regarded as absolutely ridiculous, 
and you're racist if you say it. I think it was perfectly clear that there was some reason to think 
it might be true. The fact that the scientific community itself didn't speak out is what causes 
reasonable people not to trust scientists. It's not a matter of not trusting science. It's a matter 
of not trusting scientists. And that's where the scientists have fallen down. 
How do you know if you're not a scientist what the science is? If you can't trust the scientists to 
represent it objectively, who do you trust? How do you get people to take the vaccine now? I 
don't know. That's what you've squandered. You've squandered the trust. If I ask myself why I, 
given all this, not believing the CDC anymore, got the vaccine, it's because I trust the 
pharmaceutical companies because they go through really rigorous testing, and they haven't 
led us wrong. There hasn't been any fakery of that, and the drugs have worked as they're 
supposed to. But they don't make political pronouncements. That's what we can still trust. If 
they start doing it that way, then we're really up the creek. 
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Larry Bernstein: 
I want to bring in Morty on this one. Morty, we have an FOMC, and Allen Meltzer many decades 
ago created something called the Shadow FOMC, and the shadow FOMC would meet on the 
same day as the FOMC, they would take a vote, and they would make a public announcement 
with regard to how they would implement policy. And when they had disagreements, they 
would articulate why they disagreed, and if the vote was close, like it was a five-four decision, 
you could sense that maybe that this wasn't really doctrinaire, that there was room for error. 
How would you feel if we had something like a Shadow CDC, where we have leading scientists 
vote and prescribe, whether it be on masks or vaccines or whatever policy, so that the public 
would be aware that on some issues, it wasn't clear cut and that the announcements in the 
scientific community were nebulous? How do you feel about creating non-governmental 
institutions to create shadow agencies to articulate views to the public? 

Morty Schapiro: 
This is a Sunday. Of course, I watched Face the Nation, Meet the Press. Many of you probably 
do the same thing, so we have a shadow group of pundits out there looking at everything we 
do, whether from science or from economics, social policy, debt policy, whatever. So I'm not so 
sure it would really have the credibility, Larry, that people would really believe. I do believe, 
though, if you do have any committee, whether it's a shadow one or the actual one, it's 
important to have all the disciplines represented and have another group of scientists and 
medical personnel critique, and a group composed with that same group without ethicists or 
other groups. 
Saul and I were talking before with you, Larry, and with you, Josh, about a course that we've 
done, now it'll be the 12th time in a row, an undergraduate course we teach together at 
Northwestern, and it's on how different disciplines can get together to not just say, "Okay, this 
is what an economist thinks about it, this is what a humanist thinks, this is a philosopher, 
historian, political scientist, psychology," but actually put together the disciplines to come to a 
better understanding of truth. 
The last thing I'd say about that, Larry, related to your opening questions you made, that class 
used to be really more on, "Okay, this is what an economist thinks truth is and how you 
approach it. This is what a sociologist thinks and all that." And we've actually morphed the 
course over a dozen years to reflect what the topic is, which is growing amounts of incivility and 
the demise of dialogue. So the course is now on how you foster meaningful dialogue among 
disciplines and among people with very different ideological points of view. 

Larry Bernstein: 
I want to bring up religion. In the book, you talk about how the Old Testament can provide 
insights as an example of a realist novel and what we can learn from it, and that certain things 
like the constitution and certain commandments are doctrinaire and aren't really debatable. 
And on the other hand, and I think, Saul, you probably wrote this part, was about that some 
aspects of religion are no longer consistent with your own views and how you deal with that. 
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In my son's bar mitzvah, the text he was given was from Leviticus and it was the Kosher Laws. 
And he opened up his personal speech by asking the synagogue’s congregation, "What is your 
bacon policy?" He said he eats it and loves it. But what other commandments do we not have 
to follow if we don't follow the bacon policy? How should we think about religion and the use 
of stories and storytelling in religion to help us guide our lives, and which ones should we 
follow, and how do we decide which ones not to? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Morty, do you want to start with that one? 

Morty Schapiro: 
Yeah, we actually wrote it together. I'm an observant Jew, and I studied a Hebrew Bible in 
particular weekly, but the general question, Larry, I think it's a broader one. It's really when do 
you have the ... We wrote an op-ed called When Do You Have to Quit, Split, or Rewrite the 
Torah? But it's not just in religion, it's in the constitution, it's many different ways of 
reinterpreting Shakespeare. There's always the temptation to say that we're the best and the 
brightest at this generation. Marcel Proust said famously that, "The reason every generation 
they are alive at the most important turning point time in history is because they never studied 
history. Well, it's the same thing here. The temptation is always to rewrite it by current mores, 
take the relativist view, if you will. And we argue in that chapter in religion, and that has proven 
to be the most controversial, Larry, of the book, in fact, to the point when we gave some book 
talks, Saul, don't forget, in front of faith-based communities, we almost kicked out that chapter 
because we don't have expertise. I'm an observant Jew, but I am not a theologist nor is Saul. 
But yet we went in there, and we said, "Okay, these are the 10 Commandments you should 
keep. These are the ones you shouldn't. This is how you set up on when you occasionally 
interfere. If you never interfere, then probably it's not timeless. It's useless." So that's a very 
difficult thing, but it's like free speech. You better have a very good reason to violate that basic 
principle. And it's the same thing, especially when you rewrite books that some people think 
God is the author of. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Saul? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
I would say when you're dealing with a text like that, if you decide that, well, it has to accord 
with our beliefs, we will see only what fits our beliefs and reject everything else, then you don't 
need a text at all. I mean, let's say the purpose of a constitution is so that to restrain you from 
not doing things you want to do because of principles that come later. That's why you need a 
First Amendment, because to protect against a majority that wants to do things. 
On the other hand, if you don't allow any sort of changes, you lock yourself into things that 
don't make any sense anymore. When we're going back to the Bible, we're going back a much 
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longer distance. You have to have some approach that gives the text real authority beyond the 
current situation, not just whatever we like, but isn't absolutely inflexible. 
And I think that was the spirit in which the Constitution was written; otherwise, it wouldn't 
have a provision for amendments, for example, which are possible. They're just very difficult. So 
I think, I don't know if whoever wrote the Bible understood it, but whoever wrote the 
Constitution clearly understood that you have to strike a ground that made it a strong burden 
of proof that people overwhelmingly agreed with not to follow to change the Constitution, but 
you can change it. And that's the sort of thing we were suggesting, but though on different 
grounds with different particular arguments for the Bible too. 

Larry Bernstein: 
I think one of your points there, Saul, was this aspect of supermajority rule, that majority was 
insufficient. In amending the Constitution, it requires three-quarters of the states to accept an 
amendment. And that we, as Americans and at the federal government, have used a filibuster 
requiring three-fifths of the Senate to pass, or to end a debate to pass legislation. 
Here in Congress this very week, they're proposing a $3 1/2 trillion bill which will greatly expand 
the role of the federal government. And there's proposing to do it using budget reconciliation, 
where it would require just 50 senators to pass the relevant legislation. And I guess the 
question for both of you is, do you think one party with 50 votes should pass to radically change 
the government if it has the power to do so, or should they refrain from doing so to try to get 
some support from the opposition and to do it in a supermajority sort of way? Or should it be 
just pure power politics? Morty, let's start with you on that one. 

Morty Schapiro: 
Well, first of all, as you saw, Chapter Four is on what we know about economics. One thing I like 
about my field, Saul laments that being a humanist, ideology interferes with your translation, or 
if you will, interpretation of great books of Russian literature and the like. We don't have that in 
economics. We argue in Chapter Four, there's some right wingers, people left who really have 
never read Adam Smith, and they believe that, therefore, it's always laissez-faire. Adam Smith 
didn't believe it. Nobody should believe it. The bigger worry as we alluded to already in the last 
20 minutes is on the other side, this growing distrust of private ownership and the means of 
production and using markets to allocate scarce resources. 
But Larry, there is a whole literature in everything from what the minimum wage should be, 
how you deal with a carbon offset, how you deal with healthcare. And we have a lot of studies, 
some of which I've done with my coauthors, many of which other people have done, and we've 
said a lot of these things. If you get the politics out of it, we know what works and what doesn't 
work. 
My worry is, I'm not a democracy expert, and I don't, the filibuster and all that stuff so maybe 
I'll leave that to Saul, but I do worry as an economist that whenever the government does one 
of these enormous spending bills, a lot of it is absolutely wasted. Some people are actually 
worse off, you figure out the cost for future generations of increased debt, but it's just not used 
efficiently. And I've been advising politicians for decades for all different levels. And they always 
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say, "Okay, that's what'd an economist say and says, and this is what we know about price 
elasticity of demand and how we should restructure Pell grants," my specific field, "but we can't 
do that because we can't get the votes." 
My answer to you, Larry, is if we stick to actually the data, and we do things, as Saul argues, it's 
a sin to be inefficient, to waste resources. If I had more confidence that the government would 
spend the money in a way that's really consistent with this overriding set of economics data on 
what works and what doesn't. The SNAP program does. I mean, I could go on as, this is a whole 
chapter that we wrote about this, then I'd say, okay, go with the simple majority. But my worry 
is no matter how they do it, a lot of the money is going to be wasted. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Saul? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
For a Russian perspective, the purpose of three-quarter vote for a constitutional amendment is 
not just to make it an overwhelming majority, but because it takes time and that the founding 
fathers were aware that you can have a wave of enthusiasm or hatred, which will pass, and so 
they tried to slow things down. That's one of the reasons for divisions of power, for a longer-
term Senate than House. What I see going on is the attempt to unravel all of this. 
Eliminating the filibuster goes hand in hand with the same idea of packing the Supreme Court. If 
you pack the Supreme Court, there is no Bill of Rights anymore, because if the other two 
branches want to violate the Bill of Rights, they just have to add justices to the court. I mean, 
the entire point of a bill of rights disappears, if you can, pack the court. This attempt to 
concentrate power and of the whole patterns of this has been trying to grant, ram a major 
change down with the slimmest of majority is part of that too.  
A democracy works by achieving a consensus by the more, the larger bill is the more extensive 
it is, the more it depends on the general consensus. Whereas in a dictatorship, you don't need a 
consensus. You just need the central power to do it. And that mentality is very harmful to the 
democratic process in the long-term, even if the particular... I don't know which proposals here 
are good or not, but I do know that the idea of concentrating power in that way, even if it's 
right now, is bound to be highly destructive in the not very long run. 

Larry Bernstein: 
I want to go back to the novel for a second. We had, on What Happens Next, a variety of English 
professors besides you and each of them sort of articulated a different message, and I wanted 
to get your view as to where you think on some of these issues. 
The first one we had was E. D. Hirsch. And what he said was that he didn't care so much about 
which books kids read as part of the curriculum, but he cared very much that they read the 
same books so that we could have a common language and a common communal experience. 
He doesn't mind that France has a different curriculum than the United States, but he wants it 
to be that we all read certain books. 
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And to contrast it, we had Weinstein from Brown, who felt very strongly that not only do we 
read the same books, but the books that we read were important, that he wanted to read 
Huckleberry Finn versus other books, for example. How do you come out with what our 
curriculum should be at the high school level and contrast it with, should it be the same books 
or not? Where do you come out on that one? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Well, the question is, what do you think the purpose of literary education is? You can't decide 
which books until you decide what you're trying to accomplish. Hirsch thinks that the purpose 
of it is so that a kind of cultural literacy, so that everybody shares certain views, in which case, it 
doesn't matter what you read. If however, you think that the purpose of it is so that students 
can read great literature on their own afterwards, have a taste of what it is, then clearly it does 
matter which books you read. 
It might be nice if, as in for many years, Huckleberry Finn, basic Shakespeare plays were read all 
across the country, but many things would not be. And from my perspective, what's important 
is that you have people who appreciate great literature teaching it, which is very often not the 
case, and that they can pick, as long as it's a truly great work, what they can best convey to 
their students. Because to me, the appreciation of great literature is so that students can say, "I 
love this. I want to read more," is the key thing. And I would shape the curriculum around that, 
which means getting the right people and following what each one finds is their passion. 

Larry Bernstein: 
A couple of weeks ago we had Angus Fletcher from Ohio State, and his topic was neuroscience 
and literature, specifically. But one of the things that he said was interesting. He said, in his 
classes, he doesn't assign a text. He lets each student decide what texts they're going to read. 
And then instead of focusing on literary criticism, he has the student do a creative work, their 
own short story that follows the same story pattern or narrative method as the book that 
they've chosen. How do you feel about giving that choice ultimately to the student, and how do 
you feel about kind of moving away from literary criticism towards their own creative fiction as 
a learning process? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
I don't like either alternative there. The students can't choose what literature they're going to 
read intelligently. If they could, they'd already understand literature. They don't. They have 
almost no experience, and what the experience they have is not read in a sensitive way. Literary 
criticism suggests, though, something really professional, like technical, like let's find as many 
symbols as we can, which kills people's interest. 
What you want to do is get students to see why there's something really rich and interesting 
and profound that they want to know if you read this work sensitively, and then they'll want to 
read more. Let's leave the literary criticism in a technical sense, nor certainly not relying on 
them because they don't know. The people you've cited, all of them are very intelligent people, 
but none of them seem to think that the purpose of teaching literature is to get students to 
love and read literature, which I find strange from very intelligent English professors. 
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Larry Bernstein: 
All right, one final angle on this. There seems to be a lot of change in the curriculum, and in 
particular, an opposition to the dead white males. We had Robert Pondiscio speak. He works at 
AEI and he spoke about education policy a few weeks ago. And he mentioned that there's some 
opposition out there to Homer, for example, and trying to ban the teaching of The Odyssey and 
other Greek works. How should we think about this curriculum change and the implementation 
of critical race theory as a lens to evaluate literature and in the choices of what books to read? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Look, if you come to literature with any ideology, critical race theory, Marxism, Leninism, 
hardcore psychoanalysis, behaviorism, neurobiology, you do not read literature. You take it, 
and you impose an ideology on it and find what you're looking for. Go read laundry lists if 
you're going to do that. That has nothing to do with understanding literature. It doesn't matter 
if it's critical race theory. It could be just another ideology. 
As, by the way, for banning Homer as a dead white male, Homer didn't exist, so it's really odd 
to consider him as white or anything else. What we call Homer is the product of a long 
tradition. There's was no Homer. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Okay. Morty, trying to bring you back into the show. 

Morty Schapiro: 
I'm enjoying this, Larry. Saul and I have done three books together, and the past two, we have a 
whole chapter from Saul on what he thinks about way most people teach literature these days. 
And you talk about getting canceled, but can imagine when I'm at a faculty meeting and they 
say, "Hey, President Schapiro, your name is on this book with this incredible diatribe about 
most of what we teach and how we teach in the humanities." You know what I say, Larry? Saul, 
wrote it. 

Gary Saul Morson: 
And I'm willing to take responsibility for it. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Let's talk about cancel culture. Morty, you were attacked publicly and on your front doorsteps, 
and here you are a moderate in favor of free speech, generally. Why were you attacked, and 
what did you learn from it? And how do we stop this from going on, and how do we preserve 
and encourage dialogue and differences of opinion on campus? 

Morty Schapiro: 
Well, Larry, if I had never been attacked and never been canceled by some group as a public 
figure, I would think there's something either wrong with me or with that group since 
everybody has, it's just a matter of degree. I'm still here and still teaching and publishing and 
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doing all that. So compared to many other instances it was pretty tame. But one of the lines 
that has really proven to be true, I always loved the line, but now I feel like I live it, is that the 
revolution devours its own children. And you see that with the rise in fundamentalism on the 
right and on the left, nobody's pure enough. You said I'm a moderate. I'm actually not a 
moderate. I mean, in most of my advising, it's almost entirely been for Democrats and with a lot 
of very liberal stances economically and socially, and the like. 
I'm much further to the left, but not far enough to the left for some and much too far as the left 
from others. And the Fox News crowd has been canceling me for years, calling me the king of 
the snowflakes when I wrote this stuff about safe spaces and the like. The more recent ones is 
more from the left, but I never stopped being canceled from the right. And again, it is really 
instructive. 
I think, Larry, that you think about that dark day on January 6th when the mob breached the 
doors and the walls and the windows of the Capitol, what did the far-right people want to do? 
You'd think they would be saying, "Let's find Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi and AOC and kill 
them." I'm sure they would have gladly done that, but they were really looking for Pence, 
arguably the most conservative member of the executive branch in a hundred years. I mean, 
pray away the day is just the beginning. 
So nobody's pure enough. You can be on the left, but they'll end up canceling you. One of the 
many things I've learned from Saul and our books and classes together is that's exactly what 
happened in the Russian Revolution. You know what I mean? The most left-wing people 
weren't left wing enough, and it happens in the right as well. 
So what can you do about it? I think to try to model certain kinds of behavior. I mean, our class, 
again, as I said, it's more from sort of epistemology to respectful dialogue, I think recognizing 
the fundamentalism in each of us. I alluded the fact that I'm an observant Jew. I do not have 
conversations about, is there a God, and is that God benevolent? If there is in my mind, I'm not 
interested. So I mean, if everything you believe, Larry, is up for debate as one of the reviewers 
of Minds Wide Shut, but you want your mind wide open, but not so wide open that your brain 
falls out. So certain things make you who you are. But if most of what you believe is really not 
open for debate, you have a problem, and this country has a problem. 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Yeah, what Morty said was right. I know when he was in trouble, and I was gathering support 
for him I found out that conservative right-wing groups that complained about the lack of free 
speech and cancel culture told me they would not support Morty. When I asked why, says, 
"Well, he doesn't agree with us on many things." To which I said, "Well, the point of free speech 
is for people you don't agree with, isn't it? Anybody grants free speech to people you do agree 
with." And this didn't get very far. Some of the people who are making a noise about free 
speech correctly, sometimes you wonder whether they get it. 

Larry Bernstein: 
We got a question just came in. This is from Jay Greene. Jay was my high school debate partner, 
and he's now at the Heritage Foundation. He asks a question about diversity, equity, and 
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inclusion bureaucracies. He says that the average university now has a staff of 45 DEI, and 
Northwestern is now at 52. You have more people in your DEI than you have as faculty in your 
History Department. Why is it growing, and does it make sense? Morty. 

Morty Schapiro: 
I think that that comparison in how you count versus History is absolutely borderline ludicrous 
if not completely incorrect. I hate to say that to a loyal listener of yours. But we had not 
sufficiently engaged with diversity, inclusion, and equity questions in the academy. 
We've done a much better job in diversifying our student body at all levels than we ever had in 
making them feel welcomed. And there's ample evidence, all you have to do is look at, say your 
alma mater there, Larry and Josh, at Penn, and look at who at senior, just stick to the 
undergrads who say that they had a great experience at Penn or at Northwestern or at Yale 
where Saul went or anywhere else that we happened to have taught or have gone that, would 
you do it again? Would you recommend it to somebody else? And it varies greatly. Affluent 
Caucasians see these institutions very, very differently than the rest of the group, and we really 
have to address it. 
And I don't know if counting numbers how you decide what... Do you have either the word D, 
diversity, equity, or inclusion in your title? I don't know how you count that. But I don't lament 
that we put some resources into this. It was long overdue. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Going to a completely different topic, and that is opening up the university during a time of 
COVID. It's never going to be safe. We're going to have new variants, but online is different than 
being in person. How are you going to think about this problem as the variants become more 
problematic? And at the same time, maintaining an open classroom with students and teachers 
together? 

Morty Schapiro: 
Well, Larry, a lot of it is pure ethics, and I've actually done some empirical studies along with 
others on pure ethics. You learn from each other. And Larry, I was struck that when you and 
Josh met in a pretty weird English seminar, your first class ever at Peen, the only thing you told 
me about the professor was what an idiot she was. But you made your best friend who's still 
your best friend 37 years later. 
A lot of what happens, depends on the spontaneity of being there, being in the dorms together. 
We, like our peer institutions, are doing whatever we can. We're learning from, in fact, Saul and 
I wrote an op-ed about that recently, what are the lessons from COVID for more effective 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional school engagement? But being there in person is 
the key to it. 

Morty Schapiro: 
I've been a college president; 22 years at Williams and at Northwestern and presiding over 
reunions, when people come back to celebrate their 25th, 50, whatever it is. And I said, "Why 
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are you back? What did you love about your alma mater?" And they'd talk about an intermural 
team, they'd talk about some type of fraternity, sorority, musical group, faith-based 
organization, staying up all night and watching the sun rise, this and that and that. 
And I said, "Did you ever take a course?" Here I am president of the damn university, and I'm 
saying, "Why do you love your alma mater? How were you transformed?" And they usually 
don't even think to mention a class. And when I was a straight faculty member, before I became 
an administrator going over to the so-called dark side, I thought it was all about me. I thought 
that you'd asked somebody who graduated from Penn, or USC, or Williams or Northwestern, 
the place I've been privileged enough to teach. And they would talk about, "Oh, I had Shapiro. I 
had econometrics, that's changed my life." No. So, being there in person, the learning that 
takes place in the dining halls and in the dorms is on us to make sure it's safe, but that's such an 
important part of the value proposition at any school, college or university. 

Gary Saul Morson: 
People sometimes say to me, "Listen, okay, seminars need a back and forth, but why can't 
lectures," like the ones I give, "Be just recorded, who needs to be there? You can watch them 
when you like." To which my answer is, "Do you still go to live concerts? Do you still go to the 
theater? Do you Zoom into religious services,” You go to live concerts because presence 
matters, and the experience, and being around other people really matters? And that's for 
reason more to give, that's especially true in education, in the classroom and outside the 
classroom. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Ypu mentioned you're going to be teaching a class in the fall on Brothers Karamazov and Anna 
Karenina, and you've been teaching it for over 30 years. Why is that course important to you? 
Why should it be important for kids? what are you doing that's special? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Well, I can tell you what I'm trying to do. And I think these are two of the greatest books in the 
history of the world, and what I want the students to do is to appreciate why great literature, 
using these books, can tell them something about life, or themselves, or the things that really 
concern them, that you can't get anywhere else. And I find these books are, they speak to 
issues that the students are already thinking about. Anna Karenina is about the nature of love, 
who doesn't think about that? And the smart way to love, what it's all about, how it affects your 
life. And it's maybe the most profound statement on it ever done, certainly one of them. And if 
they can see what is being said there, what, the questions that are being asked, even if they're 
not answered, they will realize that they can get things out of literature they can't get 
anywhere else. They're dealing with the greatest minds in the world, and they have something 
to say to them. 
That's what I try to get across, and I find these books are good at doing it. They're not the only 
ones of course, but their very greatness makes it a little easier to get them across. Also, the 
Russians discuss great, important questions explicitly, where if let's say you go to Jane Austen, 
the questions are there but you have to tease them out, they're more implicit. I find the 
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directness of Russian literature, where the characters ask these questions directly, helps the 
students who don't have a lot of experience in reading literature. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Are you going to teach in-person? How are you physically going to do it? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Well, I hope to do it the way I did before the pandemic. I go in, and there's a room, and there's 
the lecture part of the class and there's the discussion section. And the lecture part, I don't just 
stand up there and talk. If possible, I pace the aisles, I go back and forth, I read people's faces. I 
make it as interactive as you can. You have to watch the students, and see how they're 
responding, if they're dozing off, if something is difficult. It's really an interaction. And I find it 
absolutely exhausting, as I wouldn't if I was just reading old notes. I've been doing it for 30 
years, but I reread things, and I have to get myself inspired again. Because I'm trying to make 
the love of it infectious, and unless I'm inspired, it won't be infectious. So, that's part of the 
preparation of it, that's why it still takes a long time to prepare these things, until something 
snaps. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Do you find that, you also teach in the alumni education area, my mom has been very active in 
that at Northwestern? Do you notice a difference in the audience participation, or in the 
behavior, or thought process of your older students versus your younger students? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Well, let me just say that when I did it this summer, it was the worst teaching experience I have 
ever had. Because it wasn't even Zoom, it was a webinar, I couldn't see anybody's faces, not 
even on the screens. This is not the way to do it, and I would never do that again. And I didn't 
realize when I signed up, I thought it was going to be a Zoom class where I could really see the 
pictures of the people. But to answer your question, yes, of course older people, they bring an 
enormous amount of life experience. So, ideas that might be, questions that might be new to 
18- or 19-year-olds, they've long been living them. Even if they haven't thought of them 
explicitly, they've been living them. They bring a wealth of experience to it. And I learn from my 
undergraduates too, but you learn especially much from your contemporaries. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Morty, you opened your talk by citing some polling data, that 62% of people said that they are 
scared to admit their political views. Why is it so high, and what can we do about it? How do we 
follow some of the ideas in your book, to get that number down? 

Morty Schapiro: 
I'm not really the best person to answer that question. But I'm not surprised 62% of Americans 
say that they're afraid to express their political views publicly, because everybody is ready to 
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cancel you, so you have to be really careful. And I talk to students, when they come in as first 
year students, I caution them about that. Sometimes the parents are, "You're the president, 
you're supposed to say you can say whatever you want and be respected." And I said, "I live on 
campus. What are you talking about?" Of course, that's not the world, never been the world, 
it's really not the world. It's one thing for me to get canceled from the left and the right, I'm 68 
years old. And I had tenure for many, many years. 
If I were 20 and I lived in a dorm, and people canceled me, and I have students for whom that's 
happened, that is really scary. And of course, the cancel is usually not... A small percentage is 
limited, is just the people on your campus or in your dorm. For me, the vast number of people 
who every day send me threats and everything, it's people from the far left increasingly, but 
also there's still a fair number from the far right. So, you have to be really careful what you say. 
What do you do about it? We think that education, that's what we're writing about right now, 
Saul and I, about the different ways we can restructure our classes. As Saul said, I think he 
referred to the John Stuart Mill line that, "He who knows only his own case, knows precious 
little of that." 
And that's the mantra for the course we teach together. You get graded by how well you can 
present the other view. Now, you want to present your view pretty well, you better present the 
other view extremely well. And we never thought about grading that way 12, 13 years ago, 
because that was more the norm. But now everybody vilifies each other, and your opponents 
aren't, again, misguided, but they're the embodiment of absolute evil. That's important. So, I 
think academe has a role to play there. We all have a role to play in our own personal lives. And 
that's why I think recognizing, looking in the mirror and saying, "What are you fundamentalist 
about?" And then trying to realize it, and then try to get out of your comfort zone. 
I watch a lot of Fox News now, I never used to until we started writing this book year and a half 
ago. It's very different. In some cases, it's infuriating, in some cases it's much better than the 
CNN I'm used to. I've really learned from that. So, I think trying to get out of your intellectual 
comfort zone. We live in echo chambers, right Larry? When I grew up, if you watched ABC 
news, CBS, NBC, and whether it was Brokaw or Jennings or Rather, it's pretty much the same 
sort of news. And now, we compartmentalize and we live in silos, and we hear our words and 
thoughts echoed off, and that makes us feel really good. It's really bad for democracy. 

Larry Bernstein: 
I was a high school debater. I was a Cherub; I went to Northwestern debate camp when I was a 
junior in high school. And one of the exciting things about debate, is the judge would flip a coin 
at the start of every round to decide if you are going to take the pro or the con side of a specific 
topic. Northwestern historically has been a leader in debate, NU has won multiple national 
championships, and I got to know a number of the Northwestern debaters over the years. How 
do you think of debate as a way of learning how to make arguments on both sides? Should that 
be encouraged more at the high school level? How do you think of debate as a way of learning 
a cross section of ideas? 
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Morty Schapiro: 
Well, I think that's a great idea. Let me just make one point, but the only thing is, we have a 
new op-ed that's coming out next week, where we say that real dialogue isn't just scoring 
debating points, it's actually listening and learning from your opponent. So that's the one thing, 
that yeah, you're a great debater, they give you the for or against, and you try to win the 
debate. But I think for democracy's sake, that we should really try to have enough intellectual 
humility to learn from each other. 

Gary Saul Morson: 
Debates, you're trying to win, in a democracy you shouldn't be trying to win. But still, you do 
have to know both sides. I remember when we first started teaching the class, I had in one of 
the discussion groups I did, a student who continually aced all her papers. And I asked her how 
she did it, because she always managed to present a good argument from the other side, and 
then engage with it. And she said, "Oh, it's very simple." She said, "I used to be a debater, so I 
had some talent in that." And then she said, "What I did was, I always defended the side I don't 
agree with, and therefore I could know there were strong arguments on the other side, and 
present them." Which I thought was very clever. 

Larry Bernstein: 
In each of our sessions, I always try to end on a note of optimism. So, what are you optimistic 
about? 

Gary Saul Morson: 
If you want to optimism, you better go to Morty. I'm a Russian specialist, I don't deal with 
optimism. 

Larry Bernstein: 
All right, Morty. Up to you. 

Morty Schapiro: 
I would just say, Larry, that the fact that people are taking time away from a busy Sunday to 
engage with different people, and listen to them, is really important. People ask me all the time 
as a college, now university president, what are the outcomes you want? And of course it's the 
aesthetic sensibility, respect of different views, including ideological diversity which is hard to 
do on campus, but something we need to work even harder on. Obviously as an applied 
econometrician, you want to be adept quantitatively. But the most important thing is realizing 
how little you know. To have the intellectual humility to learn from one another, and not think 
you know all the answers. 
Undergrads are famous for thinking they know all the answers, and that's particularly the case... 
The advantage of being old, is that Saul and I taught boomers, and this generation. There's a lot 
we like about Gen Z, they really do care about issues, not just to pad their resumes to get into 
Yale Law School, which is many of the students I've taught over my career. They really care, but 
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they don't know how to listen as well as they need to, and they don't have the intellectual 
humility. It's a strange mixture. And you know as a parent, and many of you I think are probably 
parents, I have three kids, Saul has his kids. It's an insecurity about not being accepted which 
makes them very vulnerable to cancel culture, with this intellectual certainty that they know all 
the answers, like capitalism is bad, and on and on and on. It's a scary combination, but I'm more 
optimistic about the future, because I think Gen Z is going to do a very good job as they get 
more experienced, and they take over responsibility and authority. 

Gary Saul Morson: 
I'll just say, I deal with a lot of students in the residential college where I'm the faculty advisor. 
And what strikes me is that if you look at the student's beliefs, they're certain and intolerant. 
But if you look at their behavior and how they treat each other, they're warm, and empathetic, 
and open-minded, if not more so than before. There's a disconnect there, and that's a good 
thing. 

Larry Bernstein: 
Okay. Thank you, Saul and Morty.  
 
 


